Welcome to our St.Conleth’s After-School Newsletter for October 2021.
Dear-School Parents, this year, more than ever, we are excited to talk to you about all that we have been up to in
After-School for the past 8 weeks. We are very conscious of parents not being able to walk inside the school as
before and we wish you were all little bees, who could get in from a window left ajar and spy a little on all of us
as we… “do us” 😊. Please find below the best description we could give you of our After-School life with plenty
of pictures and comments. We hope you and the kids will enjoy the read. If you want, let us know what you
think! We would be delighted to hear from you.
Regards, Cecilia Franken, After-School Programme Coordinator.

It has been a pleasure and great fun to spend time with your kids this first term of school.
We hope the children had as much fun as we did, and we want to thank all parents kids for
choosing St. Conleth’s After-School .
On behalf of all After-School team, I wish you a doubly great Halloween this year and we look
forward to seeing you all again on Monday.

This year, we were amazed by how quick the new Junior Infants settled down in after-school. A big thank you to Miss Kelly
for getting them so enthusiastic about staying with us. It was like they knew us already for ages…

It was really nice to have a couple of weeks at the beginning of the school year, where we can spend one hour a day only
with the Junior Infants and we can get to know them almost on a 1-to-1 fashion. It gives us and the kids the much-needed
time to become a team and it really speeds up the settling in process for everyone.
This year we were so lucky with the weather and were able to spend most of this time at the park. We had a pick-nick every
day and we even went a couple of time to the local café and got a treat after lunch (after we had eaten all our vegetables,
off course!

)

It can be a long day for some
of us, so we are always happy
to chill down and relax. We
like playing games, trying
new science experiments,
and cooking but we can
sometimes do with a bit of
free play, sometimes in
someone else’s company,
sometimes on our own.

Every year, cooking is one of our favourite activities! And that is true for all our ages, from JI to 6th form.
Sometimes the result is excellent and, when that is not the case…we leave the food we made for our siblings and parents
to taste

This year, we planted some new crops. We planted nasturtium, thyme, and rosemary and
hopefully Mr Fox will not disturb our flowerpots at night!
We also planted some very beautiful tulip bulbs that we are looking forward to watching blossom
next spring.
I am always amazed by how popular the simplest activities are with the kids. The ultimate treat for
them is receiving few cardboard boxes to make into state-of-the-art cars and to then have fun
squish and squash once they have finished playing with them!
And one other very sought-after activity of ours is getting messy with sponges and soapy water to
“clean” our back yard walls after making lovely murals with our DIY pink and white chalks.
Making our own playdough is so relaxing…we play with it for hours on end.
We also love playing alchemists with shaving cream and little potions made from water and food
colour. That is why the skin of our hands is of a different colour every evening 😊

Our race car track 😊 and our makeshift den 😊

This year, the kids in our Junior School really amazed us. They made such wonderful Halloween
decorations that we are keeping them all for the years to come, including our light-up hunting
house (Sophy, Lucy, Luke, Eduard, Louis, and Nathan worked so hard on that).
I was with the Junior School after-schoolers few Fridays ago. It was quiet and they started
painting, cutting, and decorating and they worked so well together and with such an enthusiasm
and joy. It was a real happy time for me, personally and I hope for them too. A Friday to
remember.
In the following days, all kids, from early in the morning (during morning supervision) to late in the
evening, were asking to help with our decorations and were coming up with new ideas. In no time,
all classroom doors were transformed into monsters, ghosts, mummies, and Frankenstein Juniors.
A big thank you to each classroom teachers for putting up with our messy work in the morning and
helping us with the material we needed. Hope the result was worth it 😊
We loved it!

After no trick-or- treat for the kids last year due to covid, this year everyone celebrated twice as much, and After-School was
no different.
You should have been there to bask in the excitement on Friday morning. The kids’ costumes were so good, and everyone
was just so happy to be there!
We had Patrick, from SpongeBob, loads of inflatable dinosaurs (who could not fit behind their desks
cool characters.
And this year, all teachers dressed up to, which was so nice for the kids to see.

) and so many other

A special thanks to Luke, who stoically kept on going, long
after his pals had gone, helping jump starting the all-doordecoration saga
And to Marty, Michael, Joe, and Andrew, who kept the
enthusiasm high and got all other kids very interested in
helping!
And to Nathan and Joseph, who let us
Use their skeleton costume for
the spooky Halloween coffin Sophie and
Eduard worked so hard on.
Thank you, all, we owe you, big time

This year we had 2 competitions going on:
St Conleth’s Best DIY Halloween Costume
Competition
and Best Dress-Up Day Halloween
Costume.
So, we had much fun deciding who our
many winners were and why. Above, you
can see some of the winners of our DIY
Costume Competition and below you can
have a pick at some of the winners for
both competitions and their costumes.
What do you think? We are in owe of the
kids’ imagination and can-do spirit

Tommy the turtle is a little yellow-bellied slider turtle that got lost and showed up at the
workplace of one of our After-School Parents.
While the Mc Kenzies looked for a new family for Tommy, we had the chance to invite him to visit
our school. Tommy politely accepted and the kids had the chance to meet him (I was told Tommy
is probably a boy), cuddle him and get to know this interesting tropical animal, who eats under
water and needs to stay warm to survive.
It was interesting to watch our pupils interact with this relatively strange, unusual animal. Most
of them were absolutely thrilled to be able to pet Tommy (I don’t think Tommy reciprocated the
feeling 😊) Although some kids were at first a bit reluctant to touch Tommy. But most of them
eventually made a U-turn and were happy to cuddle him.
Either way, it was lovely for the kids to get in contact with an animal species such Tommy and
learn about it. It was a great experience.

Happy Halloween
to Everyone!

