
Analysis of Greek Mythology vs
Christianity  -Similarities and

Differences

Origins

Although ancient Greek myths are now told as stories that show how the Greeks explained the

workings of the natural and scientific world, we tend to forget that these stories were the oral

textbook of morality that acted essentially as a religion, guiding how the Greeks should live their

life.

In this way it is similar to Christianity, using as it does, stories or parables to inform the believer;

teaching how moral lessons contained in the story can be useful and applicable in everyday life.

However, we should not be surprised that they are similar, as many of our modern day religions

actually came about during these Greco-Roman dominated times. But, unlike Christianity, the

gods and heroes involved in Greek myths were endowed with flaws rendering them more

relatable to the average person.

How the stories were spread:  Different

Unlike many modern-day religions such as Christanity, the narrative or story of the Greek myths

was usually not written down*. And because of this, it’s transmission relied on the oral tradition-

that is being passed on through word of mouth. Greek mythology, quite literally, was spread by

word of mouth between different city-states (poleis) and was therefore likely to be mixed or

conflated with other local stories until it blossomed into the fully developed stories we know

today.

In contrast, the texts of Christianity were written down at a very early stage in the development of

the religion, mainly to maintain the consistency of the narrative throughout the different

geographical areas where the religion spread. Thus, unlike the myths of the Greeks, the New

Testament is quite a precise recollection of the life of Jesus and his followers because it was

written by people who were actually there or who had a direct connection to those who were

there- the Evangelists and the authors of the epistles (St. Paul etc.).



Christianity was spread by followers of Jesus trying to sway people to adopt the religion either by

preaching from a written, standardised text. Ultimately it spread quickly and people genuinely

believed in it enough to practise it even though it was illegal. It was only in 313 AD after Emperor

Constantine issued the Edict of Rome that it was legalised and ultimately, 10 years later it became

the official religion of the Great Roman Empire.

*although it should be said that Hesiod (a Greek poet) is often credited as writing down many of

the Greek myths. However, my point still stands.

Figure 1: A Bible where the texts of Christianity are stored



Attempt to explain phenomena in the natural
world:  -Similar

The Greeks used Mythology to explain natural phenomena they observed in the world

around them. For example, lightning was just Zeus throwing a temper tantrum, or the

changing of the seasons could be explained by Persephone returning to the earth and then

leaving it. We may look at these explanations now and think, how could they ever believe in

these stories? But, at this point these stories were also to give the Greeks ease of mind,

given for example if we imagine how in ancient times, a lightning strike could terrify

humans. However, if these humans had stories or explanations about why these things

happen, it made them feel less scared. We, as a species, feel less frightened about things the

more we understand them (i.e. as we have come to understand COVID more, it seems less

terrifying and more manageable)

Christianity also tried to explain the natural world experience with stories that have now

been refuted or debunked by science.. For example the story of Adam and Eve in the Old

Testament attempted to explain how the world was created and was certainly believed in

the early days of Christianity and indeed up to present days by some fundamentalist

groups.

As time progressed however, scientists like Galileo started to question the teachings of the

church and while they were silenced at first, ultimately some many Christiansl including

most Catholics accepted the scientific facts, and now focus on the morals of the religion

rather than a literal interpretation of the Biblical story.

Figure 2: An artist's impression of the Adam and Eve story



Influence on modern Culture:  -Different

The Greek Empire collapsed in 146 BC, although quiet echoes of its religion still reverberate to

this day. These echoes may be limited to media, product names, fiction books, etc. from my

research. In stark contrast the Christian family of religions have much greater influence on our

society, although waning in the Western world. Throughout the middle ages and up until the

modern era, most people's lives, in Europe anyway, revolved around Christianity. These people

would go to mass every Sunday and never step out of line or do anything that they thought would

get them in trouble with the Big Man up there. Nowadays, people have more autonomy and a lot

more freedom, this means that they can decide what their own morality is. An anti-religious

person would say that this is a good thing because people can find their own meaning in life.

Whereas a Christian would believe that humans are frail and in need of guidance by a higher

power. Christistianity still has a significant influence on modern culture, examples of this include:

● Pre-covid more people attended church services on a Sunday in the UK than attend

Premier League football matches on a Saturday

● There are seven times more Christians in the world than people in the US

● 96% percent of schools in Ireland espouse a Christian ethos

Figure 3: The sports clothing company “Nike” is named after the Greek
goddess of Victory, “Nike”:



The Gods vs the God:  -Different
As we all know there are many major gods in Greek mythology and they all control a different

aspect of life. This makes Greek mythology a polytheistic religion (it has multiple gods). Greeks

would communicate with their gods in temples, praying to them. They would also give sacrifices

to the gods, or sometimes even throw entire festivals to honour them. All of this was to try to

please the gods so they would not get angry and seek revenge against the humans.

On the other hand, Christianity only has one God, making it monotheistic. Albeit, Christianity

has multiple saints, who are patrons of different aspects of life, it is important to note that these

saints do not control as much as they act as intercessors between man and God.  Christians pray

to a specific saint to ask God to help them with a particular problem. In Christianity, the written

text of the New Testament, centres on the life and works of Jesus Christ, who is God made man

and as such represents the earthly form of the same montheisiastic God..

Another difference between the two religions is that the Greek gods had flaws that made them

more similar to humans. They had tempers and they often held grudges. This made the followers

of the religion not want to be like them but, instead learn from them and their shortcomings,

frequently through fear.  In contrast to the flawed gods of Greek mythology, Jesus is portrayed as

a man who is to be aspired to, more so than the Greek portrayal of a god; who the audience learns

from, rather than listens to.

Think about it this way, Greek Gods are the jokes that Harry Collins makes, you laugh at him and

learn to never say a joke like that ever in your life. Whereas Jesus is like the joke that I make that

makes you laugh along with me and want to be like me!



Figure 4: Twelve Olympian Gods:



Comparing two specific myths:  -Similar

The Old Testament story of the ark in the bible describes the life of Noah, a man who was chosen

by God to preserve all life on earth, because, as God has informed him, a great storm was on the

horizon. Noah goes about constructing a large water truck or ark, and grabbing pairs of all the

animals in the world, so that when the flood has passed they can repopulate the earth.

This is similar to the greek myth of Deucalion. In this myth Zeus became very displeased with

humans after years and years of them making him look like a fool (like the time that they stole

fire from him). He decides that the best course of action is to destroy the bronze race by flooding

the world and starting a new one. Prometheus who was something of a padre to all the humans,

did not want this to happen so he warned his son Deucalion, who built a large boat so that he

could survive. When the water subsided Deucalion and his wife Pyrrha were the only humans left

alive. After a while Zeus began to regret his decision to kill all the humans, so he was delighted

when he discovered that two humans had survived. The two humans were ordered to cast the

bones of their mother over their shoulder. Every bone that Pyrrha threw over her shoulder

became a woman and every bone that Deucalion threw over his shoulder became a man. In this

way the human race was repopulated.

These stories are eerily similar and the question must be asked why are they so similar. It should

be remembered that we are not entirely sure when the Old Testament was written and we cannot

be sure that when the myth of the great flood from Greek mythology came about. However, it is

entirely possible that both stories sprang from reports of the same flood event. A further

interesting observation that supports my circumstantial evidence is that the ark was reported in

the book of Genesis to land on Mt. Ararat, which was under the control of the Greek empire

during the Hellenistic period. Although there is nothing concrete here, it does make for a good

story. Although these myths are very similar, this does not mean that the basis of the two religions

are identical it just means that they have some similarities stemming from the fact that the Old

Testament may have been written when Greece was the capital of the world



Figure 5: Pyhrra and Deucalion tossing bones, (or stones in this version
of the story), over their shoulders:



How the religions were practised:  -Different
Most religions these days use their buildings as places to congregate and worship their god(s); a

centre for prayer and learning about thor religion. This includes Christianity. Church is a place to

go to practise your beliefs and reaffirm your connection with God. Greek temples however were

not used in this way.

They were meant to serve as a house for the statue of the god that was kept in there, or to the

Greeks, symbolically, the actual god. Some of these statues were massive, like the

Chryselephantine statue of Athena that was housed in the parthenon, and show how much

wealth that the Greeks had. The only people who were allowed into the building were the priests

who came on behalf of the public. Often ceremonies were held on the altar of these temples. They

would praise a few gods in these ceremonies, often sacrificing animals.

The Greeks also practised their religion through festivals, for example the Panathenaic festival, in

which men would compete in competitions to celebrate the birthday of the patron saint of

Athens. Similarly Christians celebrate Christmas, which in recent times more become a holiday,

but at its core it is a religious festival, which celebrates the birth of Christ.

Figure 6: The most famous Greek temple of all, the parthenon:



How the morals were taught:  -Both Similar
and Different

One of the key features of Greek Mythology is the teaching of morals. Greek morals were usually

taught by putting a hero or god into a complicated situation and seeing how they reacted. Most of

the time they reacted poorly and they, or the listener, are taught a lesson. Take for example, the

story of Icarus, where he escapes from the island of Crete by means of wax-wings, and he

demonstrates hubris when he literally flies too close to the sun. The listener of the story should

learn to be humble.

The Christian Bible uses simple stories that appeal to the people of the time and that can be easily

understood by the public. In these stories the reader is taught a moral lesson at the expense of

somebody in the story. For example, in the parable of the talents, a rich man gives his three

servants 5 talents. 2 talents and 1 talent respectively. They are all told that they need to give the

same amount of talents back in the future. The servants given 2 and 5 talents, use them and gain 2

and 5 five more. But the one with only 1 talent buried his talent because he was scared he would

lose it. He is slated for doing this, so he and the reader are thus taught to use their talents.

In comparing these stories we learn that the strategies for teaching morals in both religions are

very similar, the main difference being that in Greek mythology these characters are recurring,

the myths are interconnected and all of these stories are meant to be true even though some of

the elements of the stories are hard to believe in. Whereas in Christianity all the parables are

fictitious but are more plausible. Christianity also used stories following the goings on of Jesus,

these stories are supposedly true and would also contain a moral lesson which we can learn from.

Figure 7: Icarus flying too close to the sun:



Link to Sustainable development goal:

Goal No. 4- Quality education

Greek mythology and Christianity both have the goal of trying to teach people how to live their

lives well.

Everybody deserves the right to quality education and in the goal this refers to academic

education like the teaching of maths and science etc. However, what I think this goal should also

be focusing on is educating people about the basic moral code of life, like the fact that it is bad to

kill people, steal etc., and then allow them to develop their own ideas on how to live their lives

when it comes to political and philosophical questions. Because I believe that in this day and age

having a basic understanding of a core moral code and then developing your own opinions from

an early age is important, so that you can decide whether you agree or disagree with a topic

without having to get an outside view on the subject.

This way you do not get a bunch of mindless people who only do what the man on the TV tells

them to do or only vote for the person that Facebook tells them to. If we get everyone coming up

with their own ideas on morals etc. then we can have many different views which makes the

world less polarising, which is a good thing because this world is becoming more and more

polarized.

In American politics for example, there are only a few ways you can get to the poles, you can

either take a Mercedes like a Democrat, your pick-up truck like a Republican, you can walk there

like a Green (so as to not emit carbon) or you can hitch-hike your way there like a Libertarian!

Conclusion:
In conclusion, the Greek religion and Christianity have both similarities and differences. They are

different in the way that they were practised and the way that they were spread but they both fall

under the same umbrella of trying to give their followers a purpose and meaning in life and

providing rules that allowed the society to be successful and thrive.

Thank you for reading, Mr. Latvis. and Ms. Stanley


